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Dear Attorney General Bondi,

Thank you for recently appearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee for the
Department of Justice’s annual oversight hearing. I appreciated your candor and transparency.
During my questioning, I discussed the epidemic of political violence that besets our nation today.
One troubling aspect of this crisis is the lack of clear and objective data on the issue. To that end,
for the purpose of assisting us in crafting legislative solutions, I am following up on your
agreement to have the Department and the Federal Bureau of Investigation produce a
comprehensive report on Left-wing political violence in the United States to inform Congress and
the American people about the extent and gravity of this crisis.

The disturbing rise in political violence reached a horrifying new height with the gruesome
assassination of Charlie Kirk. As I highlighted at the hearing, the recent spate of political violence
comes predominantly from the Left. Indeed, Charlie’s assassin inscribed Left-wing messages on
the bullets in his rifle, had recently become enmeshed in the world of far-Left politics, and
described him as “hateful”—mirroring the Leftist framing of traditional conservative values.

Charlie Kirk’s assassination was not an isolated attack. Instead, it is the latest example in
a spate of far-Left political violence that has spiraled into a crisis in recent years. The media and
academia continue to lie to the American people and deny the reality of political violence from
Leftists. They try to portray it as a “both sides” problem—and even that the right is the font of
political violence. Those claims are false.

To support that false narrative, the Left needs the American people to disbelieve their own
eyes and ears. But the American people remember the congressional baseball shooting, where a
Leftist didn’t start shooting until he was sure Republicans were the ones on the field.! The
American people remember wave after wave of BLM riots across the country that destroyed
neighborhoods and livelihoods, caused at least $1 billion in property damage,” injured more than
2,000 police officers,® and killed many Americans.* They remember the 2020 “Summer of Love”
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riots from Antifa.’ They remember the “Jane’s Revenge” firebombing and vandalism campaign
after the Dobbs draft leak,® and the assassination attempt against a sitting Supreme Court justice.’
They remember the two attempts on President Trump’s life. They remember the pro-terrorist mobs
that took to the streets after Hamas’s October 7th atrocities.® They remember the pro-Hamas riots
and encampments at college campuses across the country.’ They remember the Left celebrating
an assassin who murdered a healthcare CEO, such as by proposing legislation in the assassin’s
name.'? They remember the countless times conservative students and speakers have been attacked
on campuses across the country.!! They remember the endless riots and attacks against ICE and
Border Patrol.!> And now they remember the assassination of Charlie Kirk.

Each of these attacks came from the Left. Each taken individually is unacceptable. But
taken together, they demonstrate that Left-wing extremist violence has become pervasive.!* Even
The Atlantic has taken note, finding “that Left-wing terrorism has increased since President Donald
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Trump’s rise to political prominence in 2016.”'* And combined with the seemingly endless list of
Left-wing political violence incidents, it is clear our country faces a crisis—a crisis
overwhelmingly driven by one ideological side. '

The three weeks since Charlie Kirk’s assassination have only confirmed that we face an
onslaught of Leftist violence. Two Utah men who prominently displayed anti-Trump flags at their
home planted a bomb under a local Fox News-affiliate’s news van that was covering Kirk’s
murder. !¢ A retired Left-wing lobbyist with a hit-list of Trump administration officials fired
multiple shots at an ABC-affiliate’s office building after ABC temporarily suspended Jimmy
Kimmel for lying about the Leftist motivations of Kirk’s assassin.!” More recently, a sniper who
wrote anti-ICE messages on his bullets tried to assassinate ICE officers in Dallas, killing two
detainees and severely injuring others.'® Evidence suggests that the shooter drew inspiration from
the Kirk assassination, used apps that track ICE agents’ operations, and Left a note explaining he
hoped to cause “terror.”!” Incredibly, that same ICE facility was targeted with a bomb threat earlier
this year.?’

Despite this overwhelming evidence, Leftists and their media allies trot out several faulty
studies to deceive the American people about Left-wing political violence. For example, one study
counts prison-gang violence as right-wing while systematically ignoring prominent examples of
Left-wing violence. >! Another tracks only incidents involving deaths, ** thereby ignoring
thousands of instances of street-violence from BLM and Antifa riots and targeted terrorist attacks
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like the ambush against ICE in Alvarado, Texas,?® and an Antifa cell detonating an explosive
device at a Michael Knowles campus speech.?* Another oft-cited study was authored by an Antifa-
affiliated professor known to promote political violence to advance Left-wing causes.?

In the wake of sustained Left-wing violence, many Americans may be hesitant to exercise
their free speech rights and thoroughly debate ideas in the public square. One of our government’s
central purposes is to secure the people’s natural rights—Ilike the freedom of speech—from
deprivations by violent actors.?® Congress and the Administration should therefore work together
to assess a range of policy options to protect the central pillars of American society—free speech
and the right to assembly. Before Congress can do so, it must have a full appraisal of the facts. I
therefore request that the DOJ and FBI create a public report on Left-wing political violence in the
United States to inform Congress and the American people about the extent of this crisis.

In keeping with your commitment to transparently and resolutely protect the American
people, I respectfully request the report addresses the following:

e Provide a comprehensive accounting of Left-wing political violence in the 21st century,
with a particular focus on the past ten years.

e Review prior investigations to re-assess whether they should be included in the domestic
terrorism database. For example, the FBI for years did not include the 2017 Republican
congressional baseball practice shooting as a domestic terrorism incident and tried to hide
the shooter’s Leftist motivations.?’

e Review every case in the domestic terrorism database and determine what, if any,
ideological motivation was present.

e (atalogue not only incidents involving deaths but also attempts to intimidate and coerce
people through mobs, street violence, doxxing, SWATting, and similar tactics.?®

e (atalogue large-scale Left-wing political violence actions, such as “CHAZ/CHOP,”
Standing Rock, “Cop City,” and similar outposts.*
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e Explain the organizational structure of domestic terror cells and how they relate to larger
national (and international) organizations and funders.*° For example, how was the Antifa
terrorist cell that executed a sophisticated ambush on an ICE facility—where multiple law
enforcements officers were injured—organized and funded.?!

e Re-assess whether the domestic terrorism categories, such as Anti-Government/Anti-
Authority Violent Extremist (AGAAVE), Animal Rights/Environmentalist Violent
Extremist (AREVE), Racially or Ethnically Motivated Violent Extremist (REMVE), and
Abortion-Related Violent Extremist (ARVE), sufficiently capture the nature of modern
ideologically inspired violence.

e Provide a comprehensive overview explaining how the DOJ and FBI, under your
leadership, have been responding to the rise of Left-wing political violence.

e Highlight prior discussions, efforts, or initiatives in this area—or lack thereof—by your
predecessors.

e Make recommendations for how to stop the rising tide of Left-wing political violence,
including both proposals for law enforcement initiatives and potential legislative actions
for Congress.

To be clear, the DOJ and FBI must avoid the mistakes of the Biden administration’s
politicization and weaponization of the DOJ and FBI against conservatives. We do not want to
repeat the mistakes of the past, this time in the opposite direction against the Left. We want a full
accounting of Left-wing political violence, within the bounds of the law and Constitution, in order
to protect the American people and our cherished liberties against attack from those who seek to
do us harm.

Sincerely,
y /fg\
P .

Eric S. Schmitt
United States Senator
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