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The Honorable Marco Rubio
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Dear Secretary Rubio,

I write to you today to urge you to designate the foreign networks, organizations and financiers
that enable and support Antifa operations as Foreign Terrorist Organizations (FTO).

Yesterday, at a roundtable on Antifa’s terrorist activities, President Trump affirmed his intent to
dismantle the far-left group’s international architecture, and expressed his desire to see the
network designated as an FTO, saying: “Let’s get it done.”! As the President’s special envoy to
the Middle East, Steve Witkoff, noted at the event, Antifa possesses “extensive foreign ties,” and
an FTO designation “would be a very good step to take.”

I enthusiastically support the administration’s assessment.

On September 22, President Trump signed an Executive Order: “Designating Antifa as a
Domestic Terrorist Organization.”* This E.O. rightly highlighted the fact that Antifa’s
“organized effort designed to achieve policy objectives by coercion and intimidation is ...
terrorism.” However, the Antifa network is international in nature, not a collection of
independent domestic actors. They are one node of a global system, which enables, funds, and
provides critical operational support to Antifa activities across the West. The political violence
that Antifa-linked terrorists perpetrate on American streets is inextricably tied to this broader
international system. Given its international nexus, it’s appropriate to explore an FTO
designation that would target international affiliates.

As noted above, Antifa is a fundamentally international network, active in nations across the
West.? Its transnational ‘black bloc’ structure includes organized cells in the United States,
Canada, the U.K., and across continental Europe. While seemingly decentralized, these cells
often work in direct coordination with one another, sharing tactics and strategies, planning
militant activism, utilizing shared funding streams, and even collaborating on in-person “direct
actions.” Time and time again, at major Antifa actions across the world, including in the U.S.,
this international character surfaces.
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At the “Stop Cop City” riots in Atlanta in 2023, for example, the Georgia Attorney General
noted that many of the militants arrested for throwing Molotov cocktails, hurling bricks at cops,
and engaging in other forms of violence and sabotage were part of an “international group,”
including foreigners from nations such as France and Canada.*

Similarly, the 2017 Hamburg G20 saw coordinated black bloc and Antifa violence perpetrated by
militants from across the international Antifa network, so much so, in fact, that German police
sought to intercept trains ferrying in crowds of potential militants at the border.’ During the
clashes, which left nearly 500 police officers injured,® the Antifa network’s real-time cross-
border coordination was documented by many of the radical left-wing outlets themselves, with
various Antifa outlets hailing the “international mobilization.””

At the institutional level, Antifa’s operations are sustained by an interlocking web of foreign
“anti-fascist” organizations, NGOs, and fiscal sponsors and even foreign governments. In
Canada, for example, the Canadian Anti-Hate Network (CAHN), a group whose direct
association with Antifa has been officially confirmed in Canadian court,® has received funding
from the Canadian government and collaborates with the government on various “anti-hate”
initiatives.” These international organizations include groups like the “International Anti-Fascist
Defence Fund,” which boasts that it has helped fund 800+ Antifa activists across 26 different
countries, ' including the U.S., since its inception in 2015. The group originated as a project
from members of the “Antifa International collective™!! seeking to bankroll militants “anywhere
in the world.”!?
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Notably, European security services track the same ecosystem. Europol’s 2023 “Terrorism
Situation and Trend Report” explicitly treats left-wing and anarchist terrorism as a transnational
problem, writing: “Left-wing and anarchist extremists see themselves as part of an international
movement and international contacts are a key feature of the scene. They connect through social
media as well as physical attendance at various events and demonstrations,” operating via “wider
international contacts” in the U.S. and elsewhere. The report notes that this international
collaboration goes above and beyond mere information-sharing, pointing to “the creation and use
of squats, so-called free autonomous spaces,” which are used by Antifa and other left-wing
extremists “as hide-outs as well as operations bases, and are also utilised to host left-wing and
anarchist terrorists and extremists from abroad.”!?

We must stand firm against the foreign promotion of political violence. We must target the
funding of violent conduct. We must recommit ourselves to the virtue of free, peaceful speech.
And let’s be clear: what Antifa is engaged in is not ‘speech.’ It is coordinated, organized political
violence.

For these reasons, among many others, I urge you to identify and designate the organizational

backers of the Antifa network as Foreign Terrorist Organizations and I stand by ready to assist
however possible in completing this designation and opposing this dangerous network.

Sincerely,
- . yﬂx\

Eric S. Schmitt
United States Senator
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